The deposition of M. J. Pardie taken before Aylett Nicol commissioner in Chancery of Prince William County Court, at his office in the Town of Brentsville, on the 26th May 1857, according to the annexed notice, at the instanced of Edwin W. Latimer, to be recorded evidence in the case at law now pending in the said County Court of Prince William County in which Thomas T. Fewell is appellant and the said Edwin W. Latimer is appellee. The witness being first sworn deposith and saith in answer to questions, as follows, to wit:

Question by E. W. Latimer
	Have you or not ever taught school in the Village of Brentsville? When? And low long?
Answer – I have taught school in the Village of Brentsville. I do not recollect the number of months. I commenced teaching the second week in July 1856 I think, and ended the 17th April 1857.

Question by same – How many hours were you in the habit of teaching per day & what hour in the morning did you commence your school.
Answer – My system for teaching was to teach six hours per day, but I often taught longer as circumstances would indicate. I preferred to commence at half past eight, but my actual time for commencing would vary according to circumstances. For the greater portion of the year I commenced about nine o’clock. I have always consulted the interest of my scholars and my boarding place also. If I would have got my breakfast in time and the children from the country had have come in time I would have commenced school at eight o’clock, but not being able to get my breakfast, and the children not coming in by that time I had to return to the old system of commencing at nine. Sometimes the scholars would come in by half past eight. My system would be if the time of getting my meals and the coming in of my scholars would admit of it, to commence school at half past eight o’clock in the summer months and at nine o’clock in the winter months.

Question by same – Did you give recess between morning & noon and & between noon & the close of your school?
Answer – I did give recess at the times mentioned in the question.

Question by same – During the spring & summer at what hour were you in the habit of closing your school?
Answer – I think four o’clock was my fixed hour for closing in the summer and five in the winter & spring months. The dinner hour here is later than it is at the North where I have formerly taught and in consequence the time of recess at noon was longer than I desired. I desired to give one hour recess at noon in the winter and 1 ½ hours in the summer. As this recess was lengthened by the lateness of the dinner hour, the hours for school in the evening was lengthened beyond my appointed hour for closing.

Question by same – Do I or not then understand you to say that when you were unable to keep your regular hours, from any interruptions, that you made up the regular session of six hours, during the day?
Answer – I may not at all times have made the regular session of six hours during the day. But it was my intention to do so, and I do not now remember of having been unable to do so.

Question by same – Did or did not Mr. Thos. T. Fewell send his children to you during the time you taught?
Answer – He did.

Question by same – Did he or not ever complain of the time you commenced or closed your school, or of the several periods of recess that you gave during the day?
Answer – Mr. Fewell never made any complaint to my knowledge.

Question by T. T. Fewell – Did you or did you not live in the State of Virginia in the year of 1855 or before that time?
Answer – I did not.

Question by same – Do you or do you not know how many hours teachers in Virginia usually teach and whether it is usual for them to give a recess between nine and twelve in the morning, and between two and half past four o’clock in the evening?
Answer – I know nothing of the Virginia system of teaching, or as it regards the giving of recess.

Question by E. W. Latimer – Do you or not consider from your experience in teaching, that six hours is long enough for children to be in school?
Answer – My experience has confirmed me in my opinion that six hours is long enough for children to be in school.

Question by same – Were you or not in the habit of giving your pupils lessons to prepare at night?
Answer – I was in the habit of giving the larger ones lessons to prepare at night. I  did not give the small ones lessons as six hours was sufficiently long for them to get the lessons that their capacity would allow them to get.

				And further this deponent saith not.
						M. Jennie Pardie

The forgoing deposition was taken, subscribed and sworn before me this 26th day of May 1857
A. Nicol, commissioner
